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and carriers for supplies, and which, after visiting
all the principal villages as far as Damroh a large
one of 800 houses, completed a very successful tour
by early March.

The other one, under a civil official, with 100 rifles
8th G.R. and carriers for twenty-four days' supplies,
went up the Dihang to survey the course of that
river, but can hardly be said to have met with con-
spicuous success. On one occasion, at Shimong, it
was touch and go whether another regrettable inci-
dent, even possibly a massacre, might not have
taken place, which was fortunately averted by the
timely arrival of a party of troops, this occasion
having arisen through our mistaken and over-friendly
attitude to a people of doubtful intentions. Rain
and mist interfered with survey work, and the Naga
coolies were greatly exhausted with marching. How-
ever, this party did make a dash and got some
distance beyond Shimong, which was found to be,
with its sister village of Karko, a sort of barrier between
Thibet and Assam; these two strong villages on
either side of the Dihang, allowing no Thibetans to
pass south and no Abors or Assamese to pass up.
From here a broadish, well-defined trade path led
towards Thibet, trodden by hundreds of laden yak
bringing commodities to Shimong, whose inhabi-
tants distributed the same throughout the northern
Abor clans. Another yak road was also noticed
leading up the Siyom river below Karko. A certain
amount of work was done by this party, who fairly
well established the identity of the Tsan Po with the
Dihang> and consequently with the Brahmaputra.
In late March, 1912, the Abor force, originally con-